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O the rugged coast of Maine, a personal house
built by an unusual man is reborn with the help of
two sympathetic dc*furﬂ;_crrﬁ -

H:._ great hall demanded one large gruuﬂ!gl' : o '}iliur:imll el 4 a8 7/
AT iy 11 1 pﬂ.l.-n.:n] a bold digmond parttern ? _ﬂm lelfk! relurn i y
Ponrty this time in the form of Oviengal sere k. Deeply recessed
winddus are framed with Hewry Calvin h‘lﬁﬂﬂ- deliberately
pled. Needlepuoing stouls are just the n;ﬁl size for a teu tray.
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They walked down the long allée of rrees on o whibm, But m
sy A5 Maliory Marshall and Jomes Lighe come over the rise
el saw the desermed stone house, she nmed o him and sald,
“ think 'm home.” Partners ina Postland, Maine, decomating
business s well s best friends, the two—diverted from an
emand o plck up palnt—stepped through the Tidor-soyls
archway into a sechaded courtyard and fell under the spell o
Hidden Court, Neglected formal gardens led to a wast
micadow rollimez down to s rockstrewn Beach buffered by the
Adbanoic Ulcenn

Bur this pastoral scene was imperiled. The abandoned
property had been subdivided and sold; developers were
bulldozing the rose arbors and planning a shopping center
Chuickly, Mamhall and her philanthropest husband, Pever Hal
lenreter, |‘-.'|:J|,:hr back = Ililh.ll A Y |||.;'.' could, *We woere deter
mined o restore the hanse and grounds o Henres vision,”
*-|'|1' L'.'-'r"] LITiA. ]i.:-._] in I||*.' [‘:'..'L"-. L '||.|r|1'- Henry Robinson
E"'|\.'.:.lrl cdansiruction on ':I'Il.'\- ||-\.'I|-!.'.| ||I-\.'.JI, ;l_'.l [R5 E.;].Il[:.llu
sMore, o Hrlll- -CETIrar E =.|;§|-|| WMEARCHE }:1' hind visited Gon |1|-.'l.
ele trip it the Kentish countrvside. Both homes are bl
arcamnid the four sides of o conrrvard, but Bobinsons version is
Far enore serendipitous, "Henry was an eccentric, lke me,”
says Marshall, who keeps chickens named after Bricish mon
ancha. "He would resh oot and rescue pancling from o house
thar was being dermolished sind bulld o soom around it He
just kepe godng for ewenty yeas—adding some rooms from
scratch—until be complered the squore.”

Mo thee newly snug reoms are once more redolent of
wion] smoke, Froem fees oo mike the chill off Maine mom-
inges. Mirhiall and Light managed o refurbish the house and
still petnin every squarne inch of patina. In the great ball—iea-
turing a conve ceiling, wide plank foors, and secrer stircase
thie parched pameling was otled and rubbed for weeks, Fiobin-
somn sited the living room toocarch the setting sun srreming
throwggh a carefully posttioned window precisely ot tea nme
I yos run your fingers over the 1771 paneling, you can feel
the hand-phaniig through the paint—white, with a hint of
areen=——muatched by | imhe ared Morshall vo ehe lb of o leek

“Every object in that room calls up someone | adoped,”
"-.-1.4r-|‘|. ||| |"l.rl|.LII'|- 5 L | i|||-.|'\- -_[1l. | i ant .!..l.l.:'. b o O
my grandmothecs chairs and smell my grandfarher's pipe
emike £ rabes me feel a0 secure.” Thiow rl!]--l.-. v e Cow
ered in mmtered pestry found in Rome. When s customs offi

il -—not sroumed oo the |-|t-|;.;-.'-| beaury of beer mesthetic—

Ome wetng of the house [oppasite ahove) ends in the former
e LUl . !]‘JIFHH-IIE:' bl : Ifl'l!u.:r Smidth el |||||'J1.|-|_l\. :.I1r
living roam, where o window seat looks out 1o the crashing
waves. A brd's mesi per hes om a mEGTR PEI’-I."‘III'-I: I|I'H.l- [MIEE
from ops Oweners Peter Haffenreffer omd Mellory Marshall,
|.:'|d IEH.II; rui[mln.:s ‘l.ll.dﬂ -||_flf I|.l]| ﬂilu: 1|r Eui i1} 'L fETss

where the ceiling wos removed to expose the beams. Tucked
behind the books I3 o cempoct guest kitchen and bath.,




o e
A steme colonnads, which e |:_LE:I-?JF“£‘.E

v b the greal ||I|J“. SCFUES M- rast e :na-rllr_
dining room. Far left, from top: Fowr differentos
balusters are vhythmically repeaied vn the siairease
in the entrance hall, paved with Maine slate

and muorbkle. Pumnpekin velvet diviing room o iTns
are lined with bronze-green. Mallory .Hnrmicd

the fireplace and vintage mantel in the Kitchen,

e —



the frmgments, he meredulonsly asked, “Did vou pay for dhose

LCTLENI PSS W =1t el i |.|||'!.\,.\_| I nedw functum N,
toremver dovecnte became a privite suite for Marball's hfreen:
YO .l!.i 4571 trie] [ LI [ thi reclimy o '|“ |l:_|. -\.'.I- -||.

cxpinins, “Betore | touch anyshing 1 always ask myseld, '1s this

what Henry would do A dirn-Hixsted -_:..|.|. i skl ik |
with disey issases of Coimiry Life wis imnsformed inio seli-
contaimed guest quarters where a fusted chandelier casts o
.;|- e More hight lecrures hang in the woods entil dhe reelaims
'I'.l N WiSALEH '-H,.I [k |:|-\.I I|l-_ ||;'||| %[ ;_:q_'-l‘ T

The problem with contemparany architecture is the
.'I.IL-\.II' EE TEET N I|| il i ||'\. LU T '!.-l-q' TirH |||\r ||| ||"_ Earmse
m hupe Family roodns,” s Mardhall, 1 ehink wee all need o

LW T3 obcs mnd cranmdes.” riosain Bt sheleered Bolvinson's

.l
L L ks bs 1 L ||-.-r LRl clivss retneat |'|||-\.'|-'|'.|_-\. -:|5'"\-||I|||'-_'
fiwr fimyiaels o the | 1T ¥ anal che wimdons sear’s |"-|_!_|I,l.- e covw
cred in faded Fortuny fabric, “The I. rruny Museum (n
Venice wis o religions experience for me,” she sighs, “The
Bunnd tore oFf f SCrmap Of CUrtam Ir.|:|l_'| R AL '||'-, ad amd
harsded i 1o me with o riiki "Betrer i |||-|I_I::||||| AT
who bovies it than mam eo duss

Decades after Robinson firse saw Ightham (pronounced
!'ll\.ll"l "51. = I!l Il\. .l!Il.'.! iy Al |.II|| i !|| i I Was ||'. il [ip l"q_'
L] llll'll'\'ll Il s .:I|| il LI IIIH.":I'.'A.: I;'Ilil'u VOErs M DOnGg
i, an I'.Iu.ll Ll | A H!I! 1% Msaniogen I-|||I-' BTk '|.1 |,|-:'|_|:_|_
Lighir, and Haffenaetier lave retamed the Gvaor by s, ine Hid
ddery Climirr, ] shink Heniry by -|:_'||I 15 to his ouse just &5 he

ha

was browght vo Ightham More,™ savs Marshall. | ike ber, he

Wils ok [ROTMM Wi Erbew' = .'I:|"|.'I|'I Wy |!|||' 1l,||-_'|| -:||' o= L

Peacocks ance strufted throwgh Mallory Marshall’s

study (lefr). After corting arosnd the old conservarery doars
for years, she finally feend o ploce where they would fir
i fafspred them with o rownd window. Vinugge cut-eeloe
j'-:l'lll'r'. ﬁ.]:l;.: behind linen curtdms -,.;|||g||1| L0 ||'|:.. IO

kueka. Pever Haffenreffer spotted the élegane davhed,

woae covered in “.llHrH o [.;l"HI:RII"I l||.|:-||r. "lpllu;.l'._'.;

Asi English wratchmaker’s sign hangs ever a new fireplase



Upsgairs in the

guest quearters, o okd
linen sheet suspended
from a chuandelier
romnantically drapes the
iron bedstead. Visltors
can curl wp on the
LimewErn l.:ﬂhn-:hurnﬂ_
sefo in fromt of the

fire. When they were
children, Mellsry
Marshall’s consin
cirnight her howe to
whistle behind that
flomee r-3Ereun sCreen,
which onee stood in her
grandmother’s dining
room. A collection of
green Hungurium water
hottles graces the. .
bookshelves.
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